sPaths Of The Pheonix” by YBTE

Beirut is like a phoenix: after being repeatedly burned, it
is reborn even more beautiful...

,Paths of the Pheonix” is a new YBTE project — themed
walks aimed at promoting Beirut (and, in the future, other
cities) from a historical, cultural, and artistic perspective.

We have planned 4 different walks so far, and we plan to
prepare at least 10 paths.
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Ancient Berytus, located in the so-called Downtown:

* We recounted legends about the city's creation,

* We learned about the first Phoenician king to rule Beirut,
» We searched for the locations of the old gates, the Roman
law school, and the basilica,

* We read about everyday life during Roman rule:
hippodrome competitions, trade, students, and even black !
magic,

* We discovered thermal baths, fragments of ancient walls
and temples, including Crusader churches.

» Finally, we got lost in the spaces of the Old Souk,
discovering an old fountain and Byzantine mosaics.

This time, we explored the golden age of the 1960s, when Beirut was nicknamed the "Paris of the
South.”

We started with the "Horseshoe" building and the "Rossa
Caffe" café. The building was designed by our compatriot
Karol Schayer, who found his home in Lebanon after
World War II.

Then:

* We discovered street art, including the work of the
brilliant Lebanese artist Y. Halwani (calligraffiti),

» We searched for old cinemas, theaters, and cafes, delving
into the incredible stories Hamra told us,

* We admired the old buildings of Manara, reaching the
sea and the old Beirut lighthouse.




Another walk through Beirut, this time accompanied by exceptional guests from Poland, Wiola and
Tomasz Kopytowski. We sought answers to the following questions:

* What is the Memorial Tree, created by the "calligrapher"
Yazan Halwani?

* What does his mural on Damascene Street (a section of
the so-called "Green Line" that divided Beirut into East
and West during the civil war) depict?

* Where is the last of Beirut's 7 springs (the city's name
comes from the word "bir," meaning "source")?

* How many antique shops are there on the streets of
Bachoura, and what incredible street art can be found on a
destroyed building in the Beirut Digital District?

* How important and symbolic is the so-called "Yellow
House" ("Beit Beirut")?

This time we were walking in the night, visiting the
heart of Beirut:

* We were discovering street art, including
works of ,,EPS”, ,SPAZ” and Yazan Halwani

* Finding out about the location of art galleries,
cosy cafes and hidden gems,

* Listening to the stories of ,Stairs of the
Artists”

* Enjoying the old beutiful architecture of the
area




